Salvage of acutely ischemic myocardium by emergency coronary artery bypass grafting.
After cardiac catheterization a 53-year old patient developed widespread myocardial ischemia that produced electromechanical dissociation and cardiogenic shock. The administration of methylprednisolone, the initiation of cardiopulmonary bypass and hypothermia within 40 min of the onset of ischemia, and reperfusion within 90 min of the onset of ischemia were sufficient to salvage a major portion of the ischemic myocardium.